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A three-hour immersive simulation: rehearsing our future lives on campus

On the campus of Tseung Kwan O Methodist Primary School,
students in Primary Four to Six stepped info a miniature world of
possibilities. They fook the driver's seat in a decommissioned MTR
carriage repurposed info a control cabin, worked in kitchens filled
with the aroma of frying eggs, and attended medical clinics where
rrofessionol certification was required to practise. This “Simulated
ife” programme drew on the Hong Kong Education Bureau’s Life
Planning Education framework cmdg the gECD's core competen

model, turning a single afternoon into 24 different doorways, ec::?:
opening onto a potential future. The roles spanned generations
and reflected the shifting landscape of work: police officers and
teachers represented wellestablished professions, while YouTubers
exemplified emerging careers. Meanwhile, a barrister posifion
- assessed onsite by a practising lawyer — reminded students
that certain professions demand rigorous expertise beyond mere
enthusiasm. [Fhis deliberate breadth underscored how rapidly the
world of work is evolving. In an age where Al executes repetifive
fasks with efficiency, what sets humans apart is our creafivity,
discernment, and the kind of professional judgement that emerges
not from algorithms, but from lived experience. For instance, as
children practised changing nappies under the guidance of parent
volunteers acting as postnatal carers, they engaged with tasks that
required something beyond technical skiTl: warmth, empathy, and
a human presence that no machine can replicate. The programme
also introduced unexpected complications ~ a recruitment scam,
a sudden quarantine, and other disruptions that mirrored real
world unpredictability — and these often became its most valuable
lessons. S[ilch scenarios reminded children that despite Al's ability to
process data with remarkable speed, the capacity for clearheaded

crisis management and sound ethical judgement remains distinctly
human. These insights extended into deeper moral ferritory as
well. One Primary Four “taxpayer”, initially reluctant to hand over
his hard-earned wages, gradually came to understand why such
civic contributions mattered. Another student who lost out at @ mock
auction paused to reflect: “I now realise that life involves delayed
gratification — you cannot always have what you want the moment
you want it.” These were precisely the realisations we hoped to
cultivate, planting seeds of enduring motivation for lifelong learning
in the ferﬁﬁa soil of play. Life planning is not @ multiplechoice question
with a single correct answer. Rather, it is an ongoing act of self
discovery and renewal. As Al continues to reshape the professional
landscape around us, our task is to nurture two essential qualities
within our children. The first is technological fluency - the ease and
confidence of a pilot in a flight simulator, ready to embrace whatever
new tools the future might bring. The second is something harder to
quantify, yet no less vital: human warmth. This quali?/ reveals itself
in small but significant moments — a hesitation before a charity
donation box, or the quiet connection of a family sharing session.
These are not mere optional extras. In the years ahead, this capacity
for empathy may well prove fo be a person’s most distinctive and
valuable asset. Three hours of simulated life constituted barely a
fraction of the journey ahead, yet we hoped it would leave a lasting
resonance — a reminder fo our students to honour their future b
living with earnesiness and purpose. May what they experienced,
questioned, and absorbed that day become a small but steady
light illuminating their paths, giving them the confidence to navigate
an evershifting digitolplondsccpe without ever losing sight of what
makes them disfinctly, irreplaceably human.
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Mr. Lam Tak Yuk Eddie has dedicated 27 years to education and now serves as the Principal of Tseung Kwan O Methodist Primary School. A firm believer in

disciplined living, he keeps a healthy balance through regular hiking and running. His greatest passion, however, lies in moral education. He takes genuine joy
in sharing stories of character and virtue with students, parents, and teachers — nurturing others while continually striving for excellence himself.

1Y)
Dy
RV




